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washed ashore in Phaeaeia, where he was
discovered by Nausicaa, the king's daughter.
On a Phaeaeian ship he finally arrived in
Ithaca to find his faithful wife Penelope per-
secuted by suitors. These he speedily over-
came and then reinstated himself in his king-
dom. See MYTHOLOGY, subhead The Trojan
War.

OEDIPUS, ed'i pus, one of the most tragic
characters in Greek legend. He was the son
of Laius, king of Thebes. An oracle had
foretold that he would grow up to kill his
father, marry his mother and bring destruc-
tion on his native city. Laius, to prevent
fulfilment of the prophecy, sent the child
away with a servant with orders that he be
left in some wild place to die. A shepherd
found the infant, took him to King Polybus
of Corinth, who adopted him and brought him
up as his son.

After a number of years the prophecy
was repeated to Oedipus, and he, believing
Polybus to be his father, ran away to escape
his predicted fate. On his travels he met
Laius, became involved in a quarrel with the
old man and killed him. Having guessed the
riddle of the Sphinx, he received as reward
the throne of Thebes and Queen Jocasta for
his wife. Tour children were born to them.
Then a plague ravaged Thebes and the oracle
on being consulted disclosed the cause of the
disaster. Jocasta hanged herself, and Oedi-
pus in anguish put out his eyes. Then he
wandered forth an outcast, faithfully at-
tended by one of his daughters, Antigone. At
Colonus he bade her farewell and entered a
dark forest, where, pursued by Furies, he
ended his life. Two of Sophocles' tragedies,
Oedipus Coloneus and Oedipus Tyrannus,
deal with incidents in the life of the unfor-
tunate king.

OESOPHAGUS, e sofa gus, a tube extend-
ing from the pharynx to the stomach, through
which food is received into the body. It is
also called the gullet. This tube is about
ten inches long, and is composed of three
coats, an outer muscular layer, an inner
mucous coat, and an intermediate cellular
coat joining the other two. The upper part
of the oesophagus is shown in the illustration
accompanying the article ABDOJWOT.

OFFENBACH, ohfen "btitiK, JACQUES
(1819-1880), a French composer, bora of
Jewish parents at Cologne. He entered the
Paris Conservatory in 1835, became proficient
on the violoncello and for some time played

on this instrument in the orchestra of the
Theatre Comique. In 1847 he became con-
ductor of the Theatre Frangais and subse-
quently earned a wide reputation as a writer
of light opera. Blue Beard, Princess Trebi-
zond and Tales of Hoffmann are his best
known operas.

OG'DEN, UTAH, the county seat of Weber
County, thirty-five miles north of Salt Lake
City and ten miles east of Salt Lake, on the
Weber Eiver, at the mouth of the Ogden, and
on the Southern Pacific, the Union Pacific,
the Oregon Short Line, the Denver & Rio
G-rande and two interurban railroads. The
city is in a fertile agricultural and fruit-
growing section, near the picturesque Odgen
Canyon. The falls in the river have been
utilized in the development of electrical
power, which is used in Ogden, Salt Lake
City and other places. The principal indus-
trial establishments are canneries, flour mills,
a tin can factory, beet sugar factories, cloth-
ing factories, meat packing plants, brickyards
and sewer pipe works. There were large
brewery interests before the advent of pro-
hibition. An irrigating canal has been con-
structed, which supplies water to- about 150,-
000 acres of land in the surrounding coun-
try, adapted to the raising of fine fruits
and berries. The city contains the Weber
Stake Academy, Sacred Heart Academy, a
Carnegie Library, a state industrial school,
and state institutions for the deaf, dumb and
blind. The important buildings include a fine
union depot, five banks, a number of whole-
sale houses and a Federal building. The
place was settled about 1848, laid out under
the direction of Brigham Young in 1850 and
was chartered as a city in the next year.
Population, 1920, 32,804; in 1930, 40,272, a
gain of 22.8 per cent.

OGrDENSBURG, K Y., in Saint Lawrence
County, 170 miles northwest of Albany, on
the Saint Lawrence Eiver, at the mouth of
the Oswegatchie River, opposite Prescott,
Ont., and on the New York Central and the
Rutland railroads. It has a large Canadian
trade in grain, lumber, coal and manufactured
goods. Water power from the river is util-
ized, and there are shipbuilding yards, lum-
ber mills and manufactures of silk, flour,
gloves and other articles. The city contains
five parks, the Ogdensbtirg Free Academy, a
state hospital for the insane, the city and the
Saint John's hospitals, an orphanage, a home
for the aged and other institutions* The